
B4
THE COURIER-JOURNAL
SATURDAY, MARCH 30. 2002

Man claims priestmolested him in 1968
ByLORI BURLIN6
Associated Press

An Owensboro man who claims he
was molested by a priest more than 30
yearsago is suing the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Owensboro, saying it failed
to supervise the priestandconcealed its
knowledge of the alleged abuse.

Thealleged abusevictim is not identi
fied in the lawsuit filed Thursday in Da-
viess County Circuit Court. Theplaintiff
wants to remain anonymousto protect
his privacy and that of his family, ac-
coroingto the lawsuit.

The suit names as defendants the dio
cese, Monsignor George Hancock —
who was chancellor at the time — and
unidentified individuals who were em
ployees or taught at Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish school.

The priest accused of the alleged
abuse in the suit, the Rev. Raymond
Waldruff, is not named as a defendant.
No telephone listing for Waldruffcould
be found, andSuzanne Cassidy, a Cov-
ington attorney representing theplains
tiff, said she did not know where Wal
druff is now.

The diocese said it did not keep rec
ords on Waldruff after he left Owens
boro. Waldruff worked as an associate

Eastor at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in
laviessCounty from June 15to Aug. 15

in 1968,according to Sister Joseph An
gela, chancellorof the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Owensboro.

"We have no knowledge or record of
any allegations in 1968, SisterJoseph
Angela said Thursday. "The former
bishop and otherswho worked withhim
are not living at this time. We have no
one here that knows Waldruff."

Waldruff was employed at the
Owensboro parish through an assign
ment from'an order with two provinces,
one in Florida and one in Pennsylvania.
Calls to both offices of the Franciscans
Third Order Regular order were not re
turned Thursday.

According to the suit, the alleged
abuse occurred around 1968, when the
plaintiff was 11 years old or younger
and was a member of Our Lady of
Lourdes.

The suit claims that on numerous oc
casions during 1968, Waldruff physical
ly and sexuallyabused the plaintiffby
kidnapping himrforcing alcohol down
his throat, fondlinghim, and forcing the
plaintiffto engage in masturbation and
acts of oral sex. The suit says the dio
cese and others had the responsibility to
properly screen and supervise the

priest.
Sister Joseph Angelasaid diocese rec

ords on Waldruff mclude only letters
from the Franciscans asking for Wal
druff to be placed in an Owensboro par
ish.

"The letters were all very complimen
tary," she said. "Nothing that would
suggest that hehad prior problems."

It was disclosed in January that a
Boston-area priest who had been sus
pected ofabuse was moved from parish
to parish overth^years, and sincethen
dozens of priests across the country
havebeen suspended or forced to resign
amidsimilarallegations. However, Cas
sidysaidthe recent scandals were coin
cidental to the timing of the Owensboro
suit.

She said the lawsuit had been in the
works for some time. Bishop John J.
McRaith, of the Diocese of Owensboro,
said the plaintiff spoke with him about
the alleged abusewithinthe last year.

"I listened to his allegations, noted
them and offered counseling for him,"
McRaith said Thursday-J^ere was lit
tle we could do because the bishop and
pastor that were at the diocese at the
time of the allegationsare dead."

The Daviess County commonwealth's
attorney'soffice said it had no recordof

anycriminal complaint in the case.
• Monsignor Georee Hancock, who

was chancellor of the Diocese of
Owensboro in 1968, is currently at St.
Anthony'sin Grand Rivers, Ky.

"I have no recollection of a Waldruff;
I was chancellor at the time, but I don't
know anything about this," Hancock
said Thursday.

Hancock referred other questions to
the diocese's lawyer, Charles Kamuf, of
Owensboro. Kamuf said he had not yet
read the suit but wasaware of its all^a-
tions.

"I've been the diocese's attorney for
25 years," Kamuf said. "We have re
searched these allegations. We have
turned our records over to the plaintifTs
lawyers."

TTie Owensboro plaintiff is represent
ed by the same Covington lawyers —
Cassidy and Michael O'Hara — who
represented a Northern Kentucky man
who successfully sued the Diocese of
Covington oversexual abuse bya priest.

In 1995,a Kenton County iuiy award
ed John Secter more than $700,000 in
his suit over abuse by the Rev. Earl
Bierman while Secter was a student at
Covington Latin School in the mid-
1970s. Biermanis servinga 20-yearpris
on sentence.


